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— — ——  — — — "T — . — ~ — — — — 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICO  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING,  31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Conditions  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Urban  District  of  Ilminster 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 


Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

There  was  some  increase  in  unemployment  among  men  during 
the  year  owing  to  the  completion  of  the  two  pipe  laying  Contracts 
in  the  rural  area.  The  local  industries,  however,  continued 
to  employ  the  usual  quota  of  workpeople  and  in  some  instances  to 
increase  the  number  of  persons  engaged.  As  usual  there  was 
little  female  unemployment. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  occupations  in  the  area. 


Statistical  Memoranda. 

Area:  519  acres. 

Population  Mid-1937  (Estimated  figure  Registrar  General)  2166 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  721 
Number  of  families  and  separate 

occupiers  727 
Rateable  value  £12,008 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £45 


Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births. 


Male . 

Female 

Total 

14 

•9 

Legitimate 

13 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Birth 

rate  per 

1000  population 

Birth  rate  per  1000  population  for  England  & Wales  1937 
Registrar  General  14.9. 

The  birth  rate  is  again  low,  but  shows  some  increase  on  that 
for  1936  which  was  only  8.5  per  1000  population. 

Still  Births. 

NIL. 


(1) 


DEATHS . 


All  Causes. 


Total  Male  Female. 

38  15  23 


Causes  of  Death: 

Digestive  Disorders  2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  4 


Congenital  debility  and 

Prematurity  1 
Senility  ...  2 
Suic ide  ...  1 
Other  defined  diseases  1 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  2 
Heart  Disease  ...  10 
Pneumonia  ...  1 
Appendicitis  •••  2 
Influenza  ...  1 
Respiratory  tuberculosis  2 
Cancer  . . . 0 


1 1 

2 2 


1 

1 1 

1 
1 

2 

4 6 

1 

2 

- 1 

2 

4 5 


38  15  23 


Death  Rate. 

Death  rate  per  1000  population  17.5. 

This  rate  multiplied  by  the  Comparatility  Factor  for  comparison 
with  the  Registrar  General's  figures  for  England  & Wales  is 
14.8  per  1000  population. 

The  Registrar  General's  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
is  12.4. 

The  death  rate  is,  therefore,  comparatively  high  for 
the  past  year.  The  chief  causes  of  death  will  be  seen  to 
be  Heart  Disease  10  and  Cancer  9. 

During  the  early  months  of  1937  there  was  a widespread 
epidemic  of  Influenza,  this  disease  while  it  did  not  have;  a 
high  mortality  had  undoubtedly  a weakening  effect  on  persons 
who  were  already  in  poor  health  as  the  result  of  other  diseases 
and  in  my  opinion,  the  high  death  rate  for  1937  may  be  largely 
attributed  to  this. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year . 

Male . Female . 

Total  1 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  divided  as  follows: 

Under  1 week,l;  1-4  weeks,  Nil; 

1^6  months,  Nil;  6-12  months,  Nil.. 

Total  under  year  1. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  per  1000  live  births  30.3. 


Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  . . . Nil 

Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  Nil. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  Nil# 

Puerperal  Sepsis  and  other  causes  Nil. 
Cancer  9 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  consist  of  a 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  part  time  employed,  G.  G.  G.  Court, 
M.B.,Ch.B.,  D.P.H. , and  a Sanitary  Inspector,  who  combines  the 
office  with  that  of  District  Surveyor  to  the  Ilminster  Urban 
District  Council,  Mr.  J.  K.  Foster,  A.R.S.I. 

Hospital  facilities  and  Transport  by  ambulance  and 
Home  Nursing  arrangements  remain  unaltered  from  my  previous 

reports . 


Schools . 

The  schools  in  the  district  have  been  inspected  and 
found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  Sanitary  condi tion;  the  public 
water  supply  is  laid  on  to  all  schools.  The  children  are 
medically  inspected  periodically  under  arrangement  of  the 
County  School  Medical  Officer.  In  cases  of  suspected 
or  notified  infectious  disease  among  school  children,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  being  informed,  visits  the 
school  and  examines  the  contacts,  and  also  visits  the  homes 
of  children  who  are  shown  by  the  school  register  to  be 
absent  from  school  for  unknown  reasons  and  instructions  are 
then  given  as  to  exclusion  from  school  if  necessary. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Rivers  and  Streams.  There  was  no  gross  pollution  of  rivers 
and  streams  in  the  area  during  the  year. 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector  for  year  ending  31st  December, 
1937. 

Water  Supply.  The  water  supply  is  pure  and  abundant  and  the 
average  yield  of  the  springs  is  now  170,000  gallons  oer 
day. 

There  are  now  only  35  houses  supplied  by  wells  and 
25  houses  supplied  by  private  piped  supplies. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Only  twenty-three  houses  are  not  connected  to  the 

sewers . 

No  serious  pollution  of  the  river  has  occurred. 

A Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  prepared  by 
Messrs.  Balfour  & Sons,  Consulting  Engineers,  of  Westminster, 
is  under  consideration. 

Scavenging  and  House  Refuse. 

The  streets  are  scavenged  daily,  and  house  refuse 
collection  undertaken  twice  weekly  from  all  parts  of  the 
town  in  covered  motor  lorry.  The  refuse  is  incinerated  at 
the  Refuse  Destructor. 

Hous ing . Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 


(a)  1.  By  Local  Authority  7 

2.  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil 

3.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  2 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

1.  By  Local  Authority  9 

2.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  Nil. 
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Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

1.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects 
under  P.H.  or  Housing  Acts 
Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose 

2k  Number  of  houses  under  sub-division  1 above 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
Housing  Consolidation  Regulations  1935 
Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose 

3.  Houses  found  to  be  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

4*  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  not  in  all 
respects  unfit  for  human  habitation,  excluding 
those  in  3 above 

Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notice . 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  L.A.  or  its  officers 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  L.A. 

Number  of  houses  built  by  the  L.A.  during  1936 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year . 

Proceedings  under  sections  95  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  such  notices  served  during  1936 
By  Owners 

By  L.A.  in  default  of  owners 
Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

2.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  L.A.  in  default  of  owners 


52 

76 


24 

36 


Nil 


16 


45 

16 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  13  and  26  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 


1. 

2. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  'which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
compliance  with  demolition  orders  made 
prior  to  1936  .... 

Number  of  undertakings  to  repair 
Number  of  undertakings  to  repair  complied  with 
Notices  served  under  Section  19  ... 

Undertakings  given  prohibiting  house  to  be 
used  for  human  habitation  ... 


Nil. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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Housing  Act  1936 . Overcrowding . 


» 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  year  . . • Nil. 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  Nil. 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  Nil. 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

lieved during  the  year  ...  11. 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  89 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
L.A.  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  Nil. 


Total  number  of  inspections  made  exclusive  of  Housing. 


Detailed  Inspections. 

No.  made. 

No.  De- 
fective . 

Nil. 

Defects 
remedied . 

Nil. 

Bakehouses 

8 

Dairies,  Milkshops  & 
Cowsheds 

40 

2 

2 

Slaughterous  es 

465 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Schools  & Rly.  Stations 

10 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Factories  & Workshops 

29 

2 

2 

Nuisances,  Drains, 

Water,  etc. 

39  Nuisances  abated 

15 

Notices  served. 

(a)  Statutory  Notices 

• • • 

Nil. 

(b)  Informal  Notices 

« • • 

6 

Inspection  & Supervision  of  Food . 


Milk  Supply.  The  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  district 
have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  generally  clean 
and  in  fair  order. 

Number  of  producers  on  the  register  2 

The  number  of  distributors  on  the  register 
is  divided  as  follows: 

(a)  Distributors  only  ...  6 

Co)  Distributors  who  are  also  producers  8 

Number  of  licences  given  to  graded  milk  producers  2 
1.  Pasteurised  1.  Accredited. 


Meat  Inspection.  Frequent  inspections  have  been  made. 
Meat  condemned  during  the  year: 


Pigs:  6 heads 

Oxen:  5 , , 

Sheep:  Nil. 


Internal  Organs 


2 

7 

2 


Carcases 

i i 


2 

2 

Nil 


Number  of  Slaughterhouses:  5. Licensed  2,  Registered  3. 


Diseases.  After  cases  of  infectious  disease  rooms  are 
disinfected. 

(Signed)  G.  K.  FOSTER, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

March  10th,  1938. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

Notifiable  infectious  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis . 

There  were  3 cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  during  the  year 
only  and  the  district  was  free  from  notifiable  infectious 
disease  with  the  exception  of  the  above  cases  and  a number  of 
cases  of  Dysentery,  which  appeared  in  an  epidemic  form  during 
May  1937.  The  cases  were  mainly  amongst  school  children, 
although  persons  of  all  ages  from  1 to  70  years  were  affected. 
On  investigation  of  the  outbreak  it  was  found  that all  the 
first  cases  appeared  to  have  eaten  ice  cream  which  was  being 
retailed  in  this  and  neighbouring  districts  one  or  two  days 
previously.  The  source  of  the  ice  cream  was  traced  to 
another  district  and  was  suitably  dealt  with  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  concerned,  a number  of 
secondary  cases,  however,  continued  to  appear  for  some  time, 
there  being  contact  cases  from  the  primary  cases.  A few 
sporadic  cases  also  appeared,  again  in  the  autumn. 

The  disease  in  most  cases  lasted  4 to  7 days.  There  were  no 
deaths.  Pathological  specimens  were  forwarded  by  myself  and 
other  practitioners  in  the  area  to  the  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory  and  the  disease  was  found  to  be  caused  by  the 
Bacillus  Dysentery  of  Sonnd.  The  number  of  notified  cases 
in  the  list,  by  no  means  represents  the  number  of  cases  as 
the  outbreak  being  sudden,  and  the  diagnosis  unconfirmed 
until  the  result  of  the  bacteriological  report  was  known, 
many  of  the  cases  were  not  officially  notified. 

A full  report  on  this  outbreak  was  rendered  by  me  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  afterwards  held  an 
enquiry  into  the  matter  which  affected  a number  of  neighbour- 
ing areas  in  addition  to  this  Urban  District. 

Analysis  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  Age  Groups. 

Uisease  Under  1 year  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  -10-15-20-25-35-45  up 

Pneumonia  1 11 

Dysentery 

( Sonne')  4 2 


Total 


4 


1 3 


Prevention  of  Blindness . 

No  cases  of  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the 
year  1937 . 

Tuberculosis . 

No  action  was  taken  or  required  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  or  under 
Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1935.  The  notification 
of  Tuberculosis  is  satisfactorily  carried  out  in  the  area* 
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TUBERCULOSIS . 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1937. 

New  cases.  Deaths. 


Non- 


Age  Periods 


Respiratory  Non-Re spiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory . 


F. 


F. 


F. 


F. 


0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  up 


1 2 

1 1 


1 


1 


1 


Total  2 3 1 . 2 


FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS . 

The  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district  have  been 
inspected  and  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Details  are  given  on  Form  672. 

I remain,  Mr.  Chairman  & Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  C.  COURT,  M.B . ,Ch»B. , D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Ilminster  Urban  District  Council. 


July  4 th, 
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